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Journey Through
What did the president know and when did he know it? They sound like Shadow
guestions aimed at President Nixon in the Watergate scandal. It is not a |
case of déja vu all over again, but the controversy surrounding

President Bush's assertion in the State of the Union address that Iraq _”JJI = LT
was trying to buy uranium in Africa has raised serious concerns about 1.] rUHTIE
whether other presidential statements on Irag were true. American
troops continue to be killed in post-war Iraq - a term quickly becoming W=
an oxymoron. Americans have a right to know if the reasons cited for PANIPER
the military invasion were based on fact. Unfortunately, a Republican- \/
led Senate has blocked the way. 1

— LIS
On Wednesday, Sen. Jon Corzine, D-Hoboken, introduced an | FUN STUFF]

amendment to a $386.6 billion defense bill that would have created an
independent, bipartisan commission to study the intelligence used to
advocate the war in Iraq. Corzine said on the Senate floor that the
American people, as well as U.S. allies, will "lose confidence" in U.S.
intelligence unless a thorough review is made. He said, "Simply put, the
nation's credibility, in my view, is at stake." Corzine is correct.

» CROSTWORDS
» HOROSTOPES
» COMICT

Democrats see the first major chink in the wall surrounding a popular
president. However, Corzine's amendment is not partisan as Sen. Ted
Stevens, R-Alaska, claims. Corzine told the Herald News on Thursday
that the purpose of the amendment was to "de-politicize" the
controversy. Stevens, the chairman of the Senate Appropriations
Committee, didn't see it that way. He said, "This is an attempt to smear
the president of the United States, and | shall not permit that if | can
avoid it." Corzine described Stevens' remarks as "over the top."

Stevens' party loyalty is duly noted. But a bipartisan commission would
not be a free pass to smear Bush. It would provide the American people
with some answers.
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CIA Director George J. Tenet willingly became the administration's
whipping boy, accepting ultimate responsibility for the error. That still
does not answer the question, "How did bogus intelligence get into the
president's speech?" It does not explain why no weapons of mass
destruction have been found in Irag or why no link between Iraq and al-
Qaeda has been proved. Corzine's proposed commission would have
found those answers and more. But it went down to defeat by a 51-45
vote.

Republicans also criticized the proposed commission as inappropriate
while U.S. troops are still in Irag. When is it appropriate? After more
Americans are killed?

British Prime Minister Tony Blair's address to Congress did not bolster
the Republican's position. Alluding to the claim that Saddam Hussein
had weapons of mass destruction, Blair said, "Let us say one thing. If
we are wrong, we will have destroyed a threat that at its least is
responsible for inhumane carnage and suffering. That is something | am
confident history will forgive." That may be noble. That may be
accurate. But the American public was told that Iraq was developing
weapons of mass destruction. Support for the invasion was based on
Irag's WMD as fact. There was no possibility of "if we are wrong."

U.S. credibility is on the on the line; U.S. troops literally are on the line.

"If you are going to live in a world where the option of pre-emptive force
is on the table" then our intelligence must be "credible" and carried out
with "integrity,” Corzine said on Thursday.

That is sound foreign policy. The American people need answers. Too
bad the Senate doesn't feel the same way.

6403995
2d E=mail this story :J Print this story

";]1 Hm.:m Get 50% off The Record or Herald News
et s, Click here to subscribe today!

""f{-

Copyright © 2003 North Jersey Media Group Inc.
Copyright infringement notice

http://www.northjersey.com/page.php?gstr=eX...IZUVFeXkxNCZmz2JIbDdmN3ZxZWVFRXI5NjQwMzk5NQ (2 of 2) [7/22/2003 9:39:54 AM]


javascript:popPrint('email.php?qstr=ZmdiZWw3Zjd2cWVlRUV5eTY0MDM5OTUmeXJpcnk3ZjcxN2Y3dnFlZUVFeXkxNA==');
javascript:popPrint('print.php?qstr=ZmdiZWw3Zjd2cWVlRUV5eTY0MDM5OTUmeXJpcnk3ZjcxN2Y3dnFlZUVFeXkxNA==');
https://secure.northjersey.com/subscribe/home.html
http://www.northjersey.com/copyright.php
http://www.njmg.com/
http://www.northjersey.com/copyright_infringement.php

	northjersey.com
	North Jersey Media Group


	FMFMILIADANGEJJNPGIEAKDBLDPEBCJOBE: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f3: 10

	f2: 




